
 
 
 
 
 
November 12, 2008 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
Like other state agencies, the South Carolina Department of Archives and History is 
facing a mid-year budget cut.  The Department has lost 12.2% of its state appropriations, 
or $493,426. 
 
This means that our budget for this state fiscal year, $3.5 million, is the same dollar 
amount as the agency budget in 1984.  If we were to have the same buying power today 
as in 1984, the agency’s budget would need to be $6.9 million. 
 
The current cut means positions will go unfilled and remaining staff must take furlough 
days.  Grants for preservation projects will be very limited.  The loss of staff and 
furloughs means you may experience longer waits for responses to research and other 
requests, and longer waits for assistance in the Reference Room.  Staff will be able to do 
fewer presentations and site visits.    
 
The staff at the Department of Archives and History are proud to serve you, and to 
protect the irreplaceable historic records and buildings in this state.  We are committed to 
serving you as best we can.   We ask for your understanding and patience during these 
difficult times. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 
Director, South Carolina Department of Archives and History 
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